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they are. This week alone they’ve
blamed the United States for sinking
the South Korean ship that killed 46
sailors early this year. They blamed
the United States.

This is the same regime that holds an
American hostage, Mr. Alan Gross, a
Jewish American contractor who was
providing humanitarian aid to Cuban
Jews within that island nation.

This is the same regime that, last
month, Fidel Castro himself compared
Israel to Nazi Germany. And yet some
want to give concessions to that re-
gime. Some want to help that regime
with billions of dollars.

Let’s stay firm. Let’s demand elec-
tions. Let’s demand freedom for the
Cuban people.

————

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION INSURANCE BENE-
FITS

(Ms. KILROY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KILROY. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to call on my colleagues, and par-
ticularly my colleagues in the Senate
and those Republicans, to give much
needed relief to 15 million out-of-work
Americans and extend unemployment
compensation insurance benefits. It is
unprecedented not to do so at a time of
high unemployment, over 10 percent in
my district.

And I take strong issue with com-
ments that the unemployed don’t want
to work, that they aren’t looking for
jobs. They do. They want to pay their
bills. They want to support their fami-
lies, make those utility payments, put
food on their table, send their children
to college.

But right now I have talked to an-
guished, hardworking men and women
who have lost jobs when their factories
closed and have been looking continu-
ously for work. It’s not yet there. They
are looking for these jobs, but they
need this help now. It is time that we
extend unemployment compensation
and give these hardworking citizens
the help that they need.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF SER-
GEANT MATTHEW R. HENNIGAN

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Army Sergeant Matthew
Hennigan, a resident of southern Ne-
vada who was killed in action serving
in Afghanistan.

Sergeant Hennigan was a strong
willed and brave soldier who never
shied away from a challenge or turned
down an opportunity to serve. With a
contagious smile and a warm person-
ality, Sergeant Hennigan was a strong
and fearless soldier and a friend to
many. He is remembered by his fellow
soldiers as a model citizen, a strong
warrior, and a respected leader.
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He was an inspirational captain of
the Silverado High School wrestling
team in his senior year; and upon grad-
uation, he answered the call to serve
his Nation at the young age of 17. He
did so with valor and dignity.

Matthew Hennigan is a true Amer-
ican hero. He epitomizes the best this
country has to offer. Let us always
honor his memory, never forget his
sacrifice, and promise to be there for
his family in this sad time.

God bless our troops.

———————

PASSPORTS FOR THE IROQUOIS
NATIONAL LACROSSE TEAM

(Mr. MAFFEI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, this
morning a team of Iroquois Indians at-
tempted to board a plane for the
United Kingdom to compete in an
international lacrosse competition,
where they would represent the Iro-
quois or Hodneshoni Nation on the
world stage. Again they were denied
entry because they were traveling on
their own people’s passports instead of
U.S. or Canadian.

Though the British invited this team
to compete from the Iroquois Nation,
they refused the Iroquois passports un-
less the U.S. officially said it was okay.
But the U.S. refused to do so, even
though dozens of Iroquois have trav-
eled internationally, including over-
seas with these documents.

Mr. Speaker, the Iroquois nationals
team is not a security risk and will-
ingly subjected themselves to
fingerprinting and background checks.
In fact, the U.S. State Department of-
fered to rapidly expedite U.S. passports
for much of the team. But to this team,
accepting U.S. passports would be akin
to renouncing their own national and
ethnic identity. It’s a matter of prin-
ciple to them.

The State Department and Homeland
Security Department have lost the for-
est through the trees in refusing to
allow the team to travel as citizens of
an indigenous nation.

Mr. Speaker, in the Academy Award
winning film, ‘‘Chariots of Fire,” a
Scottish running hero, Eric Liddell, is
praised for sticking to his religious be-
liefs even when they threatened to
keep him out of the 1924 Olympics. He’s
a true man of principle.

Mr. Speaker, this team is a true team
of principle.

————

EXTENSION OF UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently Senator JOHN KYL called unem-
ployment insurance ‘‘a necessary evil,”
and I must say his statement gave me
some clarity for the first time in
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months. I've been mystified about how
the Republicans could repeatedly block
unemployment benefits in a struggling
economy that they drove into the
ditch.

I couldn’t grasp this reasoning be-
hind depriving millions of American
families the support they need to buy
food and pay their mortgage while they
searched for work. Now, I understand
that Republicans evidently believe that
helping jobless workers is an evil.

I foolishly thought we might hear
some compassion from the very party
that is causing countless Americans to
lose their lifeline. I just hope that
enough Republicans in the other body
will find the courage to buck their
party and end this.

Millions of families are counting on
them. Their phone calls come into my
office every single day from all over
the country: When will the extended
benefits be put back in? And I say, look
to the Republicans in the Senate.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

IMPROPER PAYMENTS ELIMI-
NATION AND RECOVERY ACT OF
2010

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 1508) to amend the Improper
Payments Information Act of 2002 (31
U.S.C. 3321 note) in order to prevent
the loss of billions in taxpayer dollars.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1508

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improper
Payments Elimination and Recovery Act of
2010’.

SEC. 2. IMPROPER PAYMENTS ELIMINATION AND
RECOVERY.

(a) SUSCEPTIBLE PROGRAMS AND ACTIVI-
TIES.—Section 2 of the Improper Payments
Information Act of 2002 (31 U.S.C. 3321 note)
is amended by striking subsection (a) and in-
serting the following:

‘‘(a) IDENTIFICATION OF SUSCEPTIBLE PRO-
GRAMS AND ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency
shall, in accordance with guidance pre-
scribed by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, periodically review all
programs and activities that the relevant
agency head administers and identify all
programs and activities that may be suscep-
tible to significant improper payments.

‘“(2) FREQUENCY.—Reviews under paragraph
(1) shall be performed for each program and
activity that the relevant agency head ad-
ministers during the year after which the
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